IgG anti-IgA subclasses in common variable immunodeficiency and association with severe adverse reactions to intravenous immunoglobulin therapy.
The current therapy for common variable immunodeficiency is based on the administration of intravenous immunoglobulin preparations which may cause severe adverse reactions. Some reports have associated these reactions with IgG anti-IgA antibodies, although this is not yet clear. We analyzed 20 sera from common variable immunodeficiency patients by an enzyme immunoassay to detect IgG anti-IgA and determine its subclass profile. Five patients presented high levels of these antibodies, all of them had IgG1, two had IgG2 and IgG4 and one had IgG3. Three of these five patients were receiving non IgA depleted intravenous immunoglobulin and had no severe adverse reactions. One patient had persisted with similar high levels of IgG anti-IgA during three years. Therefore, the IgG anti-IgA antibodies, regardless to their subclass profile in the common variable immunodeficiency patients sera do not seem to be associated with severe adverse reactions to intravenous immunoglobulins.